[Carotid calcification on a panoramic radiograph: what to do?].
A 71-year-old man is discussed in whom the oral and maxillofacial surgeon observed, by chance, a radiopacity on the panoramic radiograph that was highly suggestive of a calcification at the bifurcation of the internal and external carotid artery. While, on the basis of international literature, various treatments are advanced with respect to the importance of vascular investigation and possible surgical removal of significant calcification, at present the view in The Netherlands is that the family doctor has the responsibility to assess whether such patient should be referred for further evaluation by the neurologist or vascular surgeon. The same applies to the possible indication for prescription of antitrombotics.